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Saint Peter’s Church,   

Woodmansterne  

   April 2021  

Monthly Newsletter   

 

Welcome to this month’s newsletter! If you have an activity or something uplifting to share 

please do get in touch:  office@saintpeterschurch.org.uk   

We hope you enjoy this month’s newsletter.   
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A word from John Itumu 

 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, Halleluiah! 

 

This well-liked post resurrection axiom exudes the joy and hope that Easter heralds. It reconnects 

us back to the exuberant delight of the first witnesses of the empty tomb where Jesus lay for 

three days. But as we celebrate with Mary Magdalene while she breaks the early morning news 

with the words, ‘I have seen the Lord’ (John 20:18) let us once more recount Jesus’ painfully 

endured journey. He had travelled on a terrain that resonates well with our human experience. 

From the garden of Gethsemane to his dying moments he went through rejection to physical and 

mental torture. Paul in Philippians chapter 2 describes a God who ‘self-humiliates’ himself in the 

crucifixion of Jesus. In Jesus’ crucifixion is seen a demonstration that our God is no longer a 

remote alien but one who understands and has lived through our finite circumstances. God 

achieves this by taking the very nature of a servant in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. His 

humility and obedience lead him to dying like a common criminal.  

 

This contentious Christian claim is unique. But the idea of God becoming fully human to 

experience life as we do is where the good news about the Christian faith begins. Good news 

because this single act speaks of love, amazing love; a love as vast as the ocean as hymns remind 

us. Good news because it reveals our God as relational, one who takes and understands our 

suffering seriously. Every single human being can share in him through his human existence. 

 

But so what, one will ask? How does this ease my suffering? Well, when we embrace the teaching 

that Jesus is God and that he lived as we do, suffered and died as we do then we find new 

confidence and hope to face our own sufferings. It does not cease to amaze me how much our 

hope, courage and strength to endure is buoyed at the discovery of someone in more dire 

circumstances than we are. How much more when this someone is God, the creator of all that is!  

 

Therefore as we wrestle with the question of why God allows suffering, let us remember that God 

imparts nothing which he had not taken upon himself in the death of Jesus. May this 

understanding begin to generate hope, for ourselves and those in suffering that we know and 

love. God promises to be with us all the way. Heb 13:5 

 

Beyond that, may this also be the foundation that we build our future on. We will continue to 

strive to be good news to as many as come our way. We must not fear, for God promises to be 

with us. However, good news comes at a price. And here I share a thought that occurred to me 

recently – and since then learnt that it is not original. How about if we undertook to share the love 

of Jesus Christ in the next twelve months with just one person: a relative, a neighbour, a 

colleague at work, someone. Not two, but one. One only in the next twelve months. What a 

precious gift and difference it would make to their lives. Now that would really be good news. 

Please, would you be willing? 
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Service sheets and accompanying You Tube messages are being produced and 

distributed every week. You can catch up with the weekly messages at St Peter's Church, 

Woodmansterne You Tube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl9hrwcOXgd7g8lg9WVqg7A   

Services in the church building resumed on Palm Sunday. Our service times will therefore be 

9am for Zoom and 11am at church.  If you want to receive more information about any of the 

above or would like to have a chat with someone please do get in touch with us: 

rector@saintpeterschurch.org.uk or ring 01737 423892.    

 

Church building is now open for prayer every Wednesday and Saturday 9am-5pm. Going 

forward and as lockdown eases, we will require more volunteers to open and close. Please 

speak to Gill or Simon.  

  

Woodmansterne Charities   

A local charity, which can help people who are struggling to pay fuel bills. To qualify, you 

must live in the Parish of Woodmansterne. If you would like to be considered for assistance 

then please contact us: office@saintpeterschurch.org.uk or 07816293554.   

  

St Matthew's Foodbank 

Our local Foodbank at St Matthew's is being supported by this year's Bishop of Southwark's lent 

call https://southwarklentcall.com/. You can watch a video showing you around the Foodbank 

here: https://youtu.be/cEgeXiK8lRo  

While we can't send food directly to the foodbank if you'd like to donate directly to the foodbank 

here are the details: You can send a cheque payable to St Matthew’s PCC, marked ‘Foodbank’ on 

the back to: Foodbank at St Matthew’s, c/o The Parish Office, 71 Station Road, Redhill RH1 1DL.  

If you would like to make a bank transfer you can find the details here: 

https://www.redhillfoodbank.org.uk/how-can-i-help  
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Christmas Shoeboxes 

For Christmas 2020 we sent 37 shoeboxes to children who wouldn’t otherwise receive presents. It 

was more difficult than usual to send the shoeboxes this year due to the Covid restrictions and a 

lockdown in England during the usual collection week. The shoeboxes were delayed but they did 

make it to children across the world. Our shoeboxes, along with over 29,000 other shoeboxes 

from the UK, were sent to Serbia. Rachel spoke to a representative of Samaritan’s Purse who was 

very impressed by the number of shoeboxes we managed to send and said thank you to everyone 

who was involved. 

You can find out more about the boxes which went to Serbia here:  

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/destinations/occ-serbia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Here is a picture of the 10 Easter Stones which have been hidden around the churchyard. Thank 

you to the Easter stone team who painted/ decoupaged their stones. They look really good. Each 

stone has a letter by it and all together they make a phrase. Have you worked it out? 
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 South Sudan: People in five different villages in Maridi are struggling to recover following wildfires 

towards the end of February. Due to a lack of a functioning fire brigade in the area, the wildfires raged for 

three days, causing severe property destruction. Pray for comfort, healing and new beginnings for those 

who have lost their homes. 

Malawi: Melita and Steve Gordon, who serve at the College of Medicine in Blantyre, write that COVID-19 

vaccines have arrived in the country. They request prayer for the vaccines to be distributed and 

administered orderly and fairly. 

Latin America: Pray for the elections in Chile, Peru and Ecuador Latin America on April 11th. May God 

give great wisdom to the population of these countries and may the right people be elected. 

 Brazil: Evaldo Rodrigues is creating a course in partnership with Tearfund Brasil called Live Justly, offering 

biblical teaching on justice. There are 177 participants signed up for the course from over 15 Brazilian 

states and one group from Portugal. Pray for him, and for God's help to use this teaching powerfully in 

each participant’s life. 

 Venezuela: Several thousand Venezuelan migrants, fleeing economic instability and political turmoil in 

their home country, have entered Chile this year. Local authorities are struggling to accommodate the 

influx of migrants, and in some places, migrants have been forced to sleep under makeshift plastic 

shelters. Pray for wisdom for authorities as they do their best to deal with the situation. 

 Paraguay: pray for Paraguay where protests have broken out as COVID-19 cases and deaths increase to 

new high levels and hospitals are overwhelmed. Pray particularly for the president of Paraguay, Mario 

Abdo Benitez. 

 Myanmar: Myanmar’s military seized control of the country on 1st February and mass protests have been 

taking place across the country for over two months now.  Many protesters have been killed so far. Please 

pray for the situation to de-escalate and that the democratically elected government will be reinstated. 

Pray for the safety of the people. 

 Philippines: Jigsaw has made new connections over the past six months that have led to more than 100 

ladies studying the Bible each week through a new online Bible group initiative for women. Jigsaw is 

handing out internet data cards, and women are sharing phones and Jigsaw’s Samsung tablets to join the 

Bible study. For many of these women, this is their first time reading the Bible. Please pray that the Holy 

Spirit will come into their lives and they will know Jesus for themselves. 

Lebanon: Pray for the people of Lebanon, where there are many street protests and riots, and a lack of 

medicine and food. The country is nearing breaking point as a surge in cases of COVID-19 overwhelms the 

healthcare system. They continue to struggle with the aftermath of last year’s blast, and a financial crash 

has pushed more than half the population below the poverty line. Pray for God to break through and meet 

with people stuck in impossible situations.  
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THIS MONTH’S RECIPE – ASPARAGUS TART 

April/May sees the start of the English Asparagus season so make the most of it with this easy 
asparagus quiche 
 
Use 250g ready made shortcrust pastry or make your own. 

For the filling 
300g asparagus trimmed 
284ml double cream 

2 eggs beaten 

50g gruyere or cheddar cheese, grated 

 

Heat the oven to 180°C/Gas 4.  Grease a 22cm round tart tin.   Roll out the pastry and use to line 
the tin, pressing it into the sides. Prick the base with a fork, line with baking paper and baking 

beans and cook for 15 minutes until golden.  Remove the beans and paper and return to the oven 
for 5 minutes. 

While this is cooking, cook the asparagus - either steaming or in boiling water, for about 4-5 
minutes.  Chop into sort lengths and put half of the stalks (keep all the tops and the other half of 
the stalks) into a food processor and puree. 

Pour the double cream into a jug, add the eggs and beat, then stir in the puree and grated 
cheese.  Season well with salt and pepper. 

Arrange the remaining asparagus pieces on the bottom of the tart and pour in the cream mixture.   

 

Bake at 180°C/Gas 4 for about 35-40 minutes.  As with all quiches it needs to be set but still soft 

and golden on top. 

Serve either warm or cold 

Ann Kayser  
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YOUR GARDEN IN APRIL BY A WOODMANSTERNE GARDENER 

 

The job which heralds the start of spring for many gardeners is cutting the grass, or mowing the 

lawn - the difference is whether it is just a green space with a scattering of daisies or a bowling 

green surface with alternate light and dark stripes.  Probably most people’s lawns lie somewhere 

in between. 

However, there is no doubt that a recently mown lawn does set off the garden and so for the first 

cut of the year ensure that the mower is clean and blades sharp,  that the edges are trimmed           

(nothing looks worse than a fringe round the edges) and that any sparse or damaged areas are 

reseeded or replaced with turf. 

Having weeded the garden - see March jobs - apply a layer of mulch to the borders.  Use well 

rotted manure, garden compost, wood chippings or bark.  Spread it to a depth of 2-4”.  Do not 

apply to soil that is dry or frosty.  Mulching helps to retain moisture, suppress weeds and helps 

improve our chalky soils. 

Plant bulbs and corms of summer flowering plants i.e. Gladiolus, eucomis (the pineapple plant) 

and nerines.  Nerines are gloriously flamboyant plants in fuchsia pink that start flowering mid-

September and if the weather is good can even brighten up an early November day.  They enjoy 

a warm south facing position.  Plant them with their ‘noses’ just below soil level.  It sometimes 

takes them a year to fulfil their potential but it is worth the wait.  They also last a long time as cut 

flowers. 

Our houseplants have cheered us up during the dull months of the year.  Repot any that are 

outgrowing their containers.  Replant them into a container that is only slightly bigger than their 

current one using fresh compost.  Remember to give them more water than in winter and to 

make sure that they are not scorched by the sun on south facing windowsills. 

Daffodils and hyacinth bulbs forced to flower over Christmas can be kept and planted in the 

garden, although it may take a couple of years for them to flower again. 

If you enjoyed a hippeastrum over Christmas/ New Year they will re-flower easily the following 

year.   Remove the flower spike and keep the bulb growing on a sunny windowsill, giving it a 

weekly application of liquid fertilizer.  After all frost has passed place it outdoors, not in full sun, 

and continue to feed and water until September.  Bring it indoors but into a cool room for a 

couple of months and it should flower again in time for Christmas. 

Sow seeds of herbs such as coriander, dill and parsley directly into seedbeds or containers.  

Preferably near the back door.  Who wants to walk the length of the garden just to pick some 

parsley?  Sow a small amount every 3 weeks to keep up the supply. 

Please keep our wildlife safe. Provide clean fresh water for drinking and bathing.  Keep food 

containers topped up but do ensure that chunky pieces of bird food such as whole nuts are not 

put out as they can choke fledglings. 
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And Then He Kissed Me! 

 

 Gerry Marsden, front man of Gerry and the Pacemakers sadly passed away recently at the age of 

78. Back in the sixties he was my idol; I loved his songs, his raspy Liverpudlian accent and his 

humour. I followed the music charts each week, hoping to see if his record had beaten The 

Beatles. In my mind I had formed a rivalry between the two bands, and couldn't wait for 'mine' to 

win! 

 

I remember waiting for hours after work outside one of the recording studios in London, hoping 

for a glance of Gerry and his Pacemakers as they left the building. It barely was a glance as they 

were whisked away to their waiting cars, but Gerry did give a wave and a smile - I sighed, 

knowing they were meant just for me!! 

 

A few years ago, we were chatting to some neighbours in our road, who knew Gerry and his wife 

Pauline. They had adjoining holiday apartments in Spain and were very good friends.  They told 

me that the group were performing a 60s revival concert at the Fairfield Halls in the summer and 

would I like to go with them and meet him afterwards – would I? ---- would I? I couldn't believe 

that after so many years I was actually going to meet him. Yes, I'd seen him in concert many 

times but I was just another blur in the crowd then, sharing him with hundreds of other adoring 

fans. 

 

I was no longer the adoring teenager who swooned at the mention of his name but I had always 

followed the band's musical career and was looking forward to seeing him again – this time for 

real. As usual, the concert didn't disappoint and was full of the old classics including Ferry 'Cross 

the Mersey, How Do You Do It? and the iconic You'll Never Walk Alone which Dear Captain Sir 

Tom Moore took to number one recently. It was great to see that Gerry hadn't lost his wonderful 

sense of humour, and throughout the evening often referred (tongue in cheek) to his age and his 

looks. At the end of the performance we were taken backstage and there he was: Gerry Marsden. 

I will admit to a flutter of the heart, and a hot flush (down to age of course!!) We were 

introduced, and then ------ he kissed me on the cheek. Gerry Marsden kissed me!!  I was 

transported for a brief moment back to the 60s – I vowed I'd never wash that cheek again. After 

we exchanged some lively banter it was time to go, it was like saying goodbye to an old friend. 

Rest in peace Gerry. 

 

Margaret Chorlton 
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WORDSEARCH 

 

Christ is risen!   He is risen indeed!   Hallelujah!   April brings us to Easter – the crucifixion, death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ - the triumphant highlight of the Christian year.   

 

Passover  bread   wine  body     blood 

Betrayal  Jerusalem  Pilate  Judas    Gethsemane 

Trial   crucifixion  soldiers cross     nails 

Vinegar  temple  curtain tomb  angel 

Stone   risen   gardener Mary 
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Give your house an M.O.T. 

 

It’s Spring, and time to venture outside – to take a really good look at your house. How has it 

survived the winter? A spokesman for the National Home Improvement Council says: “For most of 

us, our homes are our biggest single investment. We need to look after them well.” 

 

There are a number of things to look for: 

 

Roof space:  Venture up into your loft and check for signs of leaks through tiles or roof linings. 

Check timbers are sound, dry and free from woodworm. 

 

Walls:  Are your airbricks clear? Are there any cracks in your brickwork? Check for crumbling 

bricks, often caused by frost and loose rendering. 

 

Chimneys and flues:  If you don’t fancy climbing up onto your roof, why not beg or borrow a pair 

of binoculars off someone and check for broken pots, missing pointing and loose chimney seals. 

Make sure your flues are clear from debris. 

 

Gutters and pipes:  Make sure that all your gutters and pipes are clear of twigs and leaves. You’ll 

be surprised where last year’s fallen leaves have ended up! Also, check for leaks in downpipes, as 

these can cause damp patches. 

 

Floors:  Many of us now have timber floors. Check for undue springiness – which can be a sign of 

rotting or weakened joints. Inspect your skirting boards for rot and woodworm. 

 

Doors and windows:  Check for rot or corrosion, missing putty and flaking paint. Make sure they 

open and close properly and are not warped. Check your locks for wear. 

 

Paths:  Finally, wander around the paths outside your house. Check for loose paving or broken 

slabs – a potential hazard. If you find problems, lay new paving – soon! 

 

Most of these checks are things that you can carry out yourself. But if in doubt about your roof, 

your heating or your electricity, it is far better to call in an expert. 
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Our first ever National Park 

 

Seventy years ago, on 17th April 1951, the Peak District National Park was established. It was 

Britain’s first national park, and it was formed partly as a result of a mass trespass on Kinder 

Scout – the highest point of the park – just under 20 years earlier, which helped gain open access 

to moorland that had previously been in private hands and closed to walkers. 

 

The Peak District is mostly in Derbyshire, but includes parts of Cheshire, Greater Manchester, 

Staffordshire and Yorkshire. It is usually split into the higher Dark Peak and the gentler White 

Peak, in the centre and south of the district. Altogether it covers 555 square miles: it is reckoned 

that 20 million people live within an hour’s journey of it.  

 

It contains only one town – Bakewell – but several others, such as Buxton, are on the fringes. It is 

now the fifth largest of the 13 national parks in England and Wales. The land within it is a mixture 

of public and private ownership, and there are many planning restrictions imposed by the national 

park authority to prevent inappropriate development. 

               

I'll never find another you 

This is a 'pop song' from The Seekers with Judith Durham that could be used as a Christian song. 

Slightly edited. 

 

There's a new world somewhere 

They call the promised land 

And I'll be there some day 

If you will hold my hand 

I still need you there beside me 

No matter what I do 

For I know I'll never find another you. 

 

There is always someone 

For each of us, they say 

And you'll be my someone 

For ever and a day 

I could search the whole world over 

Until my life is through, 

But I know I'll never find another you 

 

It's a long long journey 

So stay by my side 

When I walk through the storm 

You'll be my guide, be my guide. 
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Adult colouring in page 
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